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NOTICE OF TREE WORK

Odiham Parish Council wishes to inform residents that the following tree works at The Close 133 High Street, Odiham have been agreed by Hart District Council:

1. Cedar: To fell for safety
 

2. Row of Horse Chestnuts. To re-pollard, as removal of Cedar will expose them to the winds.  They have been pollarded before and allowed to re-grow, resulting in decay pockets at point of attachment of the re-growth shoots.
The Cedar is approximately 150 years old and is visible from various points along Odiham High Street and Alton Road. 

Unfortunately the Cedar is in decline with large areas of dieback occurring all over the crown and it has been shedding limbs with increased frequency.

The Tree Officer has met both the tree owner and the appointed tree consultant on site to discuss possible ways of managing the tree with a view to retaining it for as long as possible. Unfortunately both the tree consultant and Tree Officer came to the same conclusion that whatever management proposals were implemented, the Cedar would still have to be removed within the next 5 years. This is due to the increased rate of decline and because of the heightened risk of the Cedar falling into the busy High Street.

The removal is sure to create much interest amongst concerned residents which is to be expected with such a large and prominent tree being removed, however the Tree Officer would like to stress that all avenues of retaining the tree have been explored. A condition to replace with another Cedar will be issued and this will ensure that there will be a similar tree established in the future.

There will also be other works to a number of Horse Chestnuts close to the Cedar's position which need to be re-pollarded. Once again these works are necessary in this instance.
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